
 

 

 

October 19, 2026 
October 20, 2026 
Placer County Board of Supervisors 
175 Fulweiler Avenue 
Auburn, CA 95603 
 
Re: Agenda Item 6.A - Expanded Polystyrene, Single-Use Plastic Food Serviceware, and Water 
Bottle Regulations in Eastern Placer County 

Dear Chair Landon and Members of the Board of Supervisors, 
 
On behalf of the League to Save Lake Tahoe (Keep Tahoe Blue), thank you for the opportunity to 
comment on Agenda Item 6.A. Keep Tahoe Blue strongly supports introduction and adoption of the 
proposed ordinance. It is a practical, regionally aligned step that will keep preventable plastic waste out 
of Lake Tahoe, the Truckee River, beaches, trails, and communities throughout eastern Placer County. 
 
Since 1957, Keep Tahoe Blue has worked to protect and restore the environmental health, 
sustainability, and clarity of Lake Tahoe. Our staff and volunteers see the plastic pollution problem 
firsthand, and we have also spent the past year listening directly to the businesses that would 
implement this ordinance. The conclusion is clear: the pollution is real, workable solutions already exist, 
and the community is ready to move forward. 
 
Plastic pollution does not stay where it is dropped 
The Truckee River is Lake Tahoe’s only outlet. New research led by the Desert Research Institute 
found microplastics at every Truckee River sampling site. Average concentrations were nearly ten 
times higher during spring flows than in fall, indicating that runoff and higher water are flushing plastic 
from the surrounding landscape and riverbed. Polyethylene and polypropylene, common materials used 
in consumer products and packaging, were the dominant plastics identified. The researchers 
concluded that reducing single-use plastic throughout the Truckee River Basin is critical to 
protecting water quality.1 
 
These particles begin as familiar items: bottles, bags, wrappers, takeout materials, utensils, and 
fragments of polystyrene. Unlike many pollution problems, we know a major part of the source and can 
prevent it. The ordinance before you targets items that are frequently used for only minutes but persist 
in the environment and break into smaller pieces that are increasingly difficult, and ultimately 
impossible, to remove. 
 
Our cleanup data show why prevention matters 
Keep Tahoe Blue staff and volunteers have recorded every piece of trash they have collected for over a 
decade and 2,800 litter cleanups. In Placer County and have tallied 2,999 plastic bottles across 218 
recorded cleanups in Placer County from 2023 through 2026 so far: 480 bottles in 2023, 750 in 2024, 
990 in 2025, and over 900 so far in 2026 with about 40 cleanups. We have seen similar increasing 
trends in polystyrene and all types of plastics. These rising counts are not an argument for doing more 
cleanup alone. It is evidence that cleanup efforts cannot keep pace with the continuous rise in single-
use disposable products. 
 

 
1 DRI, “Microplastics Concentrations in the Truckee River Surge During High Spring Flows” (Sept. 21, 2026). https://www.dri.edu/microplastics-concentrations-in-
the-truckee-river/  
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Tahoe-wide, Keep Tahoe Blue cleanup records also consistently identify plastic bottles, polystyrene 
pieces, utensils, straws, wrappers, and takeout foodware among the most common items volunteers 
remove. Every pound collected represents time, volunteer effort, and public resources spent after 
pollution has already reached Tahoe's environment. Source reduction is the more effective 
solution. 
 
The County asked for business input, and businesses responded 
County staff and Keep Tahoe Blue have conducted extensive outreach to eastern Placer businesses. 
The County staff report states that approximately 60 of roughly 120 identified businesses were 
contacted by December 2025, with generally supportive feedback.  
 
When the Board asked for additional evidence of business support, our Keep Tahoe Blue team went 
back into the community. More than 40 Tahoe-area businesses have now signed on in support, 
including lodging properties, resorts, restaurants, retailers, and other locally rooted businesses. The 
North Tahoe Community Alliance Board also voted unanimously to support an eastern Placer 
ordinance addressing single-use plastic water bottles and expanded polystyrene. The County asked us 
to show that businesses support moving forward. We did. Letter and business sign-ons attached.  
 
This support matters because Tahoe's environment is also the foundation of the local economy. 
Businesses understand that visitors come for clean water, scenic beaches, healthy forests, and a 
community known for stewardship. A consistent regional standard is easier to communicate and 
implement than a patchwork, especially because Truckee and South Lake Tahoe already have similar 
requirements. 
 
A practical approach with time to prepare 
The ordinance targets some of the most common forms of litter found in Tahoe while providing practical 
alternatives, including our uniquely high-quality Tahoe Tap water place of single-use bottled water. It 
also includes reasonable exemptions, including emergencies and situations where bottled water is 
necessary to protect public health and safety.  
 
With an April 2027 implementation date and an education-first rollout, businesses will have time to 
adapt, access technical support, and transition to more sustainable options. Keep Tahoe Blue looks 
forward to helping with business outreach, visitor education, and promotion of refill locations as the 
ordinance is implemented. We appreciate County staff's work to develop this ordinance in partnership 
with the community. 
 
We respectfully urge the Board to introduce the ordinance as proposed and return it for final 
adoption 
Placer County has the opportunity to close a major regional gap, reduce pollution before it reaches the 
environment, support a consistent visitor experience, and protect the Lake that sustains our 
communities and economy. The science, cleanup data, neighboring jurisdictions, residents, and 
businesses all point in the same direction: it is time to act. 
 
Thank you for your leadership and commitment to protecting Lake Tahoe. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Gavin Feiger, Policy Director 
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Attachment – business sign on letter 
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