
 

 

   
 

Background: Palisades Tahoe Timeline 
 
The collaborative effort effectively ends what has been a fourteen-year fight over the future of Olympic 
Valley and the Tahoe Truckee Region. 
 
Year after year, thousands of volunteers engaged in the struggle to protect their mountain values, 
sending letters to officials, turning out for public hearings, and signing a petition in opposition to the 
proposed development. They planted purple flags in Olympic Valley, marched in local parades, and even 
made a movie chronicling their shared commitment, The Movie to Keep Tahoe True. 
 
Highlights below; for a more detailed timeline, visit Tahoe Truckee True: The Timeline.   
 
 
2011: 

- Alterra’s parent company, KSL Capital Partners, buys the famed Sierra ski resort then known as 
Squaw Valley. 

- KSL files an initial application for development for a project that would total 2,184 total bedrooms. 
 
2014:  

- KSL finalizes their plans to remake Olympic Valley with 1,493 new bedrooms in a series of high-
rise condo hotels. The main attraction is proposed to be a 90,000-square-foot indoor waterpark, 
designed to house North America’s tallest indoor waterslide. 

- Sierra Watch and Keep Tahoe Blue vocally and repeatedly oppose the project. 
- Sierra Watch organizes a grassroots movement of local residents and Tahoe visitors, working 

together originally as the campaign to Keep Squaw True. 
 
2016: 

- Placer County approves the project, but Sierra Watch files suit to overturn those entitlements — 
and ultimately prevails. 

 
2018: 

- Sierra Watch produces The Movie to Keep Squaw True and hosts the world premiere in Truckee. 
 
2020:  

- Sierra Watch rebrands its effort as Tahoe Truckee True after the resort changed its name to 
Palisades Tahoe. 

 
2021:  

- California’s Third District Court of Appeal sides with Sierra Watch, ruling that the 2016 approvals 
violated the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). 

 
2022: 

- Placer County decertifies the prior environmental review and rescinds all 2016 project approvals. 
- Alterra files a request for a new round of entitlements — for the exact same project. 
- Sierra Watch and Keep Tahoe Blue engage experts in water quality, transportation, and planning 

to better understand potential project impacts. 
 
2023:  

- Sierra Watch issues a report on comment letters — more than 2,600 — submitted to Placer 
County in response to Alterra’s proposed development; conservation groups, regulatory agencies 
and 99.7% of the public express overwhelming opposition to the failed project. 

 

https://www.sierrawatch.org/tahoe-truckee-true/#tab-id-6


 

 

2024:  
- At a packed and emotional public hearing, the Placer County Board of Supervisors votes to 

approve the project — again. 
- Sierra Watch files suit — again. This time, they are joined by Keep Tahoe Blue. 

 
2025:  

- Instead of pursuing another five years of litigation, the parties involved come to the table to chart 
a different course. 

- After six months of good faith, collaborative discussions — and some hard-nosed negotiations — 
Alterra, Keep Tahoe Blue, and Sierra Watch hammer out a new vision for Olympic Valley and are 
ready to settle the litigation and sign the agreement. 

 
The Future: 

- An improved resort and experience in Olympic Valley with more places for people to stay and 
more for them to do, year-round.  

- Fewer environmental and community impacts to Olympic Valley and the Tahoe Truckee region.  
- Sensitive parcels at the mouth of Shirley Canyon, once slated for subdivision, are permanently 

protected as open space and never again threatened by future development. 
- The proposed indoor waterpark is gone, replaced by a smaller Mountain Adventure Center, 

without previously proposed attractions such as waterslides, indoor waterskiing, wave rider, wave 
pool, waterfalls, and an indoor river.   

- Alterra agrees not to seek any additional development for 25 years. 


