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June 24, 2008

Jody Brown

Environmental Branch Chief
Attention: Christopher Brown
Caltrans

2800 Gateway Oaks Drive
Sacramento, CA 95833

RE: Commentson theInitial Study and Proposed Negative Declaration on State
Route 89 from Eagle Falls Viaduct to Meeks Creek Road Water Quality
I mprovement Project.

Dear Ms. Brown,

Thank you for the opportunity to provide commenigtee Initial Study and Proposed
Negative Declaration for the water quality improverhproject along SR 89 in El
Dorado County, California.

The following comments are submitted on behalheflteague to Save Lake Tahoe, a
membership based non-profit organization dedictiguotecting and restoring the
environmental quality, scenic beauty and low-impacteational opportunities of the
Lake Tahoe Basin.

The League to Save Lake Tahoe strongly supportsabalefforts to implement National
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NDPES) peraguirements and water quality
elements of the Lake Tahoe Basin Environmental dwgment Project (EIP). However,
we have some concerns and suggestions relatiig oroposed project.

Road M aintenance

Sanding of roads during winter road maintenan@ensjor component in decreasing
lake clarity. Research has demonstrated that raatlaimissions are four times higher in
wintertime than in summertime as a result of thgliagtion of traction control materials
(Kuhns et al, 2007 Ambient particulate matter (PM) measurements shawatdurban
areas had increases of PM concentrations from &tug/m3 in summer to around 100



ug/m3 in winterVehicles passing over sanded roads break theselpsuinto fine
particulate matter that is transferred by eithefasie runoff or aerial transport to the lake.
In addition to the water quality treatments outtine this EIP, the League urges Caltrans
to explore and utilize more effective and less iotfuh methods of winter road
maintenance that will reduce Caltrans contributbfine sediments to Lake Tahoe. For
example, the Nevada Department of Transportatidd@dN) uses a de-icing program that
reduces the need for sand. Additionally, NDOT aahgfselects the minimal amount of
sand needed and chooses hard sanding materiatiothat easily break down under the
weight of vehicles and are low in such nutrientplagsphorus in order to reduce impact
to lake clarity. Furthermore, the use of RMompliant sweepers by Caltrans following
storm and sanding events will substantially redake bound sediments. These actions
will assist Caltrans not only in meeting NDPES riegments, but will help achieve Total
Maximum Daily Load goals for sediments and nutsenithin the Basin.

M onitoring and M aintenance of Treatments

The League to Save Lake Tahoe believes that margtprotocols and scheduled
maintenance are critical, yet often underutilizegrents of successful environmental
improvement projects. Without monitoring and manmatece, it is difficult to determine
the efficacy of a treatment and to ensure a sysdanctioning as designed. The Initial
Study and Proposed Negative Declaration fails twiple a definitive maintenance
schedule for treatment facilities. The League agl/iSaltrans to create a clear and
effective monitoring/maintenance protocol and scifiad program to ensure that
sedimentation basins and other treatment facilérescleared and functioning properly
and to their full effectiveness. By establishingdé protocols Caltrans will ensure
maximum efficiency of these systems and minimizegbtential for untreated runoff
entering Lake Tahoe and its tributaries.

Vegetation and Wildlife

It is of great concern that vegetation and wildéiteveys occurred during October and
November, months in which vegetation is not in bicand in which birds are not
breeding and nesting. The League acknowledgeLtiatans plans to re-conduct the
surveys during spring months before the start astroiction will occur. It is imperative
that this second round of surveys is completedcamdtruction does not begin until it has
been re-assessed that there will be no negativaatapo vegetation or wildlife.

Climate Change

Currently the project’s treatment basins are desigor a 20 year, 1 hour storm event in
order to meet NPDES permit requirements. Howeveregs predict that due to the
impacts of climate change storm events will becomeee frequent and more extreme. In
the near future a design based on the 20 yeanjddwent may be insufficient at
retaining fine sediments. Caltrans, as mandatdtidgtate of California to proactively
anticipate and respond to climate change, shouddjddasins that are capable of
handling larger storm events.



Thank you for the opportunity to comment on theéidhiStudy and Proposed Negative
Declarations. Please contact the League to Save Takoe with comments or questions.

Sincerely,

Nicole Gergans

Program Advocate

League to Save Lake Tahoe
955 Emerald Bay Rd.

South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150
530-541-5388
nicole@keeptahoeblue.org
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